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Message from the Primary Principal:  
Mrs. Susan Smith 

 Dear Parents, 

 We are getting a good response, as usual, to the workshops that we are 
offering.  The Pinyin workshops for Y1 parents were fully attended and the 
upcoming maths one is proving popular.  Please be sure to attend if you have 
signed up or give us as much notice as possible if you are unable to attend 
once you have signed up. 

 A workshop that we are considering offering to you is one about the use 
of social media by children.  As you are all aware, I am vociferous in advising 
you, as parents, to be extremely careful about what you post on social media 
about your children and family.  Use all the privacy settings to ensure that only 
close friends and family may access your information and photographs.   

 As responsible parents you also need to be mindful of what your child is 
accessing and watching at home via the tv or computer.  Some of our children 
are using inappropriate language and describing to their friends completely 
inappropriate actions.  Children need to learn about sex in a responsible and 
caring manner, not through pornographic websites.  Please ensure that the 
computers your children use are firewalled and secure.  If you need advice on 
these matters please call our IT department.  If we can help you, we will. 

 Let’s ensure our children are growing up in a safe, secure and warm 
environment whether at school or home. 

Very best wishes, 
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The VSA sponsored rescue car for the Sintang Orangutan Centre 

 

Masarang News 

From left to right project manager 
Dudung Pakpahan, Kobus Director 
Father Jacques, Masarang Indonesia 
Founder Willie Smits, Masarang Hong 
Kong chairman Adrienne Watson in 
front of the new VSA sponsored 4WD 
Mitsubishi car.  

Father Jacques, Willie Smits, Adrienne Watson, Alexandra Vosmaer and Dudung Pakpahan in front of the car. In 
the back it can clearly be seen how much smoke of forest fires is hanging in the air. Lots of people and animals 
are already getting sick and this car will be in even more dire need in the coming months. 

 

Over the past two years you have helped us raise a large 
amount of money to support Masarang.  We have wanted 
to use this money wisely and now we can tell you that a 
large part has been spent on this amazing 4 wheel 
reinforced Mitsubishi truck, pictured.  The funds were 
transferred this week.  The truck will be used to transport 
rescued orangutans, staff, resources and equipment from 
village to village.  It will also take four of our teachers to the 
village of Tembak when they go in the Easter holidays to 
teach the local students and to take supplies. 

Our next target is to have electricity via solar panels, 
installed in the primary school and the animal clinic in 
Tembak. 
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Action: an essential element of the PYP 

Together with Knowledge, Concepts, Skills and Attitudes, Action is one of the five essential elements of the Primary 
Years Programme (PYP). 

Given that it is an ‘essential’ element of the PYP and considering that the IB mission includes a statement about 
“creating a better, more peaceful world”, you would think that action would play a more prominent role in the day 
to day operations of IB World Schools. 

This could be in part due to the fact that most ‘action’ occurs outside the four walls of the classroom.  In fact, it’s fair 
to say that most action happens at home or away from school with family members.   

And that is why we need your help!  We would like VSA parents to help us recognize, record and celebrate student 
action through contacting class teachers when you see your children taking action at home. 

So what is action? 

At VSA, we believe “action occurs when students initiate change in their thoughts or behaviours as a result of their 
learning.” 

This statement can be broken down into three criteria.  Action needs to: 

1. Be student-initiated 
2. Be connected to learning 
3. Result in a positive change 

 
Of course, these criteria can happen at various levels and to try and clarify things for the VSA community, a group 
of VSA teachers in a Professional Learning Community (PLC) focusing on action developed the ‘VSA Action Flower’ 
visual (see image). 

To try and make the action flower easier to understand, let’s consider the following scenarios. 

Scenario 1.  A parent asks their child to join them on a charity walk to raise money for cancer research.  This 
particular example would be placed in the flowerpot labeled ‘modelled’ action.  Raising money for cancer 
research can only be considered a good thing.  However, as the action was initiated by the child’s parent and not 
connected to their learning, we would not define it as action as one of the essential elements of the PYP.  That said, 
a seed has been sown in the flowerpot that hopefully will grow into authentic action in the future.   

Scenario 2.  After taking a family trip to Cambodia, a Year 1 student in Singapore tells her teacher how hard it is for 
people to get clean water.  The teacher and student have a bake sale and raise money to support the 
construction of wells in Cambodia.  In this case the action would be represented at the base of the stem of our 
action flower as there has been a level of shared decision-making between the adult and the child. However, as 
the action, in this case a bake sale, is not connected to learning, we can’t place it any higher.  It’s likely that in this 
scenario, the thing that the students would remember most is that they ate cupcakes! 

Scenario 3.  Students in a PYP school in Sydney participate in a unit of inquiry investigating conservation.  The 
teacher suggests that students work with members of the community to clean a section of a nearby beach that is 
very polluted.  The students develop teams and share some of the decision-making. They even manage to entice 
professionals within the community to aid in the clean up.  We would place this action much closer to the top of 
the action flower.  The initial suggestion came from the teacher, although students were involved in the decision-
making process.  The action is clearly connected to the unit of inquiry the students are investigating and the action 
resulted in a positive change. 
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Scenario 4.  A student at Victoria Shanghai Academy, Hong Kong is thoroughly enjoying his unit of inquiry 
investigating healthy choices.  As a result he brings in a book about the human body for the others in the class 
to share.  Other students frequently use the book for class projects.  The teacher often notices students reading 
the book to each other.  This action would be placed right at the top of our action flower as it meets all three of 
our action criteria.  It also serves to support the idea that “effective action does not need to be grandiose.” 
(Making the PYP Happen: A curriculum framework for international education – 2009, p26) 

Our goal is to help VSA students take effective, authentic action that could be placed at the top of the VSA 
Action Flower. 

So Mums and Dads, please keep your eyes open and ears to the ground.  If you spot your child taking action at 
home or on a family outing, please notify your child’s class teachers so that we can celebrate their success as a 
school community.   

Thomas Woods 
Primary Deputy Principal 

 



 
 
 

  

The Year 5 House Captain candidates worked extremely hard over the first two weeks of term preparing their 
campaign posters and speeches for the election.  There were some powerful and strong speeches, and the 
election went very well; their hard work paid off!  The new house captains are: 
 

Travis Choi (Y5A6) Hannah Wong 
(Y5A1) 

 

 

 

 

 

Danube	  House	  Captains	   
2015-2016 

Justin Wang (Y5A3) Kylie Chan (Y5A2) 
 

 

 

 

 

Amazon	  House	  Captains	   
2015-2016 

Bobby Wu (Y5A4) Dora Wu (Y5A3) 
 

 

 

 

 

Achille Fong (Y5A3) Anais Smart (Y5A2) 
 

 

 

 
 

 

	  Yangtze	  House	  Captains	   
2015-2016 

Their new House Captain responsibilities will include supporting and help organising House competitions 
throughout the whole school year, as well as some assembly appearances helping to announce house 
points.  But first, they will be creating new chants for their houses! They have already begun this process 
and are excited to use their creativity in this area. 

 

Nile	  House	  Captains	   
2015-2016 

Exciting House News! 
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We did a musical called Annie. We practiced 
for 3 to 6 hours every day over the last 2 months. 
Our Director was super strict. We worked very 
hard. First, we had to learn all the songs in the 
musical. Next, we had to learn all the dance 
numbers. Then, the most frustrating part was 
that we had to memorise the script. There were 
many lines! Afterwards, we learned how to act. 
Lastly, 28 cast members had to put everything 
together. Finally, on the night of October 2, 
2015, it was show time! The stylist put a lot of 
makeup on everyone’s face and curled our 
hair. We felt so nervous! When the spot light was 
on, we saw that the concert hall was full! We 
then tried our best and very soon the 2-hour 
show was over. The cast bowed to thank the 
audience. We felt both proud and relieved that 
everything went smoothly. We would like to 
thank all the friends who came to watch the 
show. 

Tiana Wong (Y4A2) and Bonita Wong (Y4A4) 

 

Elderly Visit 
By Justin Wang (Y5A3) 

 
Last week, my mom, my brother, and I went to Healthy Street Elderly Home 
to visit some old people who lived alone, and gave them gifts to 
celebrate Mid-Autumn Festival. We gave them some crackers and some 
fruits. We talked a bit with them, and they were all very kind and 
friendly. Some of them even gave us gifts back, like drinks, or candy. I really 
liked taking action to help these people, because when we make them 
happy we receive a gift in return, happiness.  
 
By helping other people, and cheering them up when they need it, we  
 
 
are actually making ourselves happy as well. Therefore, it is not just helping others that dignified us; it is feeling the 
pure pleasure of taking action to help others, which makes us want to do more.  
 
All we need is to step out of our houses and take a small action, and we can feel how good it feels to help others less 
fortunate then ourselves. 
  
“Don’t expect a gift in return for helping someone. You already received it yourself.” –Justin Wang 
 

Students’ Success 
 



 
 
 

 

 

  

Puzzle of the Week 

 1st Place 
 

2nd Place 
 

3rd Place 
 

4th  Place 
 

Sept 14th Nile Danube Yangtze Amazon 

Sept 21st Nile Danube Yangtze Amazon 
 

We are pleased to 
announce that last 
week Aviva Wang 
(Y4A6) successfully 
auditioned for a role in 
Faust International 
Theatre's upcoming 
production of "Treasure 
Island". 

為了了增添節日氣氛和聯聯繫

國際情懷，二甲五班的同

學進行行了了一個福福建的傳統

遊戲―─―─中秋博餅。由於

時間關係，我們把遊戲簡

化了了。雖然內容簡單，但

同學都都非常喜歡。短短的

二十分鐘，不不管是狀狀元餅

還是秀才餅，都都給掃光！ 

 Anton Nguyen (Y2A6), won an 
award for Most Creative Art Piece in 
the 7-12 year age group (photos 
attached)in the "What is Love?" 
Contest run by The Swank, The Hong 
Kong Society for Protection of 
Children and Venchi Chocolate. His 
art piece and slogan will be printed 
on a chocolate gift box which 
proceeds will go  
towards charity. 
 

Congratulations to 
Darren Lam (Y2A2) 
who received Bronze 
Award from the 
Children Art 
Development 
Committee at The 3rd 
Exhibition for 
International Asian 
Children Art 2015. 

Congratulations to Toby Chan 
(Y5A6) and Wyman Chan (Y6 
Trust) who attended the HK 
Tennis Association League 
Trophy Presentation for their 
team capturing 1st Runner-Up 
for Junior Tennis League 
Division B,  Spring 2015. 
 

Students’ Success 
 Congratulations to 

Jasper Wong for 
being awarded the 
overall boys winner 
at the Hong Kong 
Parents and Kids 
Athletics 
Championship 2015 
(National Day Cup)" 
organised by the 
Athkids Junior Sports 
Association.  
 Congratulations 

to Cheung Ka Hin 
Kyan (Y4A5) for 
receiving a Gold 
Medal in the 
Singapore and 
Asian Schools 
Maths Olympiad. 



 
 
 

  

National Day Assembly 
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An overwhelming response to the Year One Welcome Hike (20 September)  

PTA Corner 
 

2015/16 PTA Membership (by 31 October) and AGM (25 November)  

PTA membership application closes on 31 October. To enjoy all these activities, do sign up as PTA members as 
members will have priority to the events. Please refer to the link for signing up: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/vsapriptamembership201516. 

A reminder that PTA will be holding the 15th Annual General Meeting (AGM)on 25 November.  At the AGM, the 
PTA Chair will give updates on PTA events and activities from the last school year, the Treasurer will present the 
financial reports and the Principal will highlight how the PTA’s support enhances the learning facilities for students. 
This is a very meaningful annual event and followed by students’ performance which ONLY PTA Members can join.  
So please sign up as members and come to attend the event on the day.  

Other events for next six months 

December: Caritas Christmas Party 
Janauary/February: Caritas Elderly visit 
April: Famiy Fun Day  
And more to come! Please stay tuned 

 

We had around 190 participants joining the hike on a 
lovely sunny Sunday morning.  Year One students and 
parents got to know each other. The walk was followed 
by self-arranged individual class lunch whereby the 
parents and students had more chit chat.  

For more viewing of photos, please refer to PTA corner 
on the school portal. 

Upcoming Events 

Book Exchange (5-7 October) and (13-15 October)   

PTA is organising a “Give-a-Book and Take-a-Book” event where students can bring their books to school in exchange 
for books by other students.   Please click below for more details  

https://portal.vsa.edu.hk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Book-Exchange-Circular-24-Sept-2015.pdf  

Beach Cleaning (1 November)  

Please save the date and join the fun! 

Following on last year’s great response to the Beach Clean Up, we are 
organising another one this year at Sok Kwu Wan, Lamma Island. Details 
of the event will be put on the school portal later. Please stay tuned for 
signing up. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/vsapriptamembership201516
https://portal.vsa.edu.hk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Book-Exchange-Circular-24-Sept-2015.pdf

